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SEMI-ANNUAL CENSUS OF PAUPERS IN MINNESOTA. 

By H. H. Hart, 
Secretary of State Board of Correctioks akd Charities, St. Paul. 



The results of the semi-annual enumerations of paupers, taken in 
the state of Minnesota, are less complete and satisfactory than those 
of the prison population for obvious reasons ; but they are sufficiently 
accurate to be of great value ; and it is believed that with improved 
facilities the officials will be able to attain a close degree of accuracy. 

The results of the United States census inquiry as to the number of 
paupers are confessed to be absolutely valueless, and this result is 
inevitable in the nature of things. When an enumerator goes from 
house to house, knocking at the door and inquiring " Are there any 
paupers living in this house ? " it is easy to anticipate the answer. 
The only reliable source of information with reference to the pauper 
population is to be found in those who administer public relief. From 
this source a complete enumeration of single paupers and pauper 
families can be obtained. 

In the state of Minnesota out-door relief is administered in sixty 
counties by the county commissioners (five in each county), who are 
ex-officio superintendents of the poor. In about twenty counties pau- 
pers are a charge upon the several townships, cities, and villages, and 
relief is administered by the township supervisors, or by the municipal 
councils. 

The method pursued in our semi-annual enumeration is to send a 
blank to each one of these, the last of June or December, in the fol- 
lowing form : — 

June 30, 1891. 
December 31, 1891. 
To the County Commissioners. 

Gentlemkn : — We are anxious to obtain an accurate count of all 
paupers aided during the past month for the semi-annual State Pauper Cen- 
sus. Please fill out the following list of paupers for your district and 
return same without delay, and greatly oblige, 

Yours respectfully, 

H. H. HAET, Secretary. 
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STATE PAUPER CENSUS. 

June, December, 1891. 

To the State Board of Corrections and Charities. 

The following is a list of the paupers aided in the 

commissioner's district of County, Minnesota, during the 

month ending June 30, December 81, 1891. 

County Commissioner. 

P. O. Address 

N. B. — Include only paupers who received aid during the past month, 
and pensioners whose quarterly pension covers this month. 

Name of pauper or head of family. Number of other members of family. 
Kind of relief given (cash, house rent, provisions, transportation, boarded 
out, etc.). 

The blanks are accompanied by return postage. This necessitates 
correspondence with one thousand persons ; most of them respond 
promptly on the last day of the month. To those who do not respond 
reminders are sent, in some cases two or three times. Failures to 
respond are usually from sparsely settled districts, where little or no 
relief has been given. In such cases the number of paupers is esti- 
mated by comparison with previous reports. The reports from the 
more populous counties and villages are usually very complete. When 
necessary, the entire results from counties are sent to the county 
auditor for revision and correction. Reports are also received from 
the almshouses, public hospitals, and private hospitals of the state of 
all paupers cared for at public expense. 

The enumeration is taken in mid-summer and mid-winter, in order 
to compare the conditions at the extremes of the year. The results 
are disappointing. It was anticipated that the number of paupers in 
mid-winter would be greater than those in mid-summer ; but, in fact 
(outside of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis), the total number 
of paupers in June, 1891, was 3865, and the total number in Decem- 
ber, 1891, was 3830, showing more paupers in June than in December. 
In the two cities, however, the results are different, showing 1574 in 
June and 2451 in December, an increase of nearly 60 per cent. 

For convenience of comparison, the results are reduced to ratios, 
showing the number of inhabitants of the state to each pauper ; but 
in future the ratio will probably be reversed so as to show the number 
of paupers in the thousand of the population. 
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The paupers are subdivided into the following classes : those boarded 
at public expense, those receiving " out-door relief " without board, 
and those receiving medical relief only. 

The weak point of the enumeration is the number of individuals 
embraced in the families. In many cases the officers disbursing relief 
do not know the number of members of the families, and the number 
is therefore largely a matter of guess work. The average number of 
persons included in each " case " is 2.4. Probably the number of 
persons to each case should be somewhat larger than this, as in a con- 
siderable number of returns the number of members of the families is 
left blank, where the indications are that some members of the families 
should be included. This tendency to error is corrected, however, by 
the tendency to include self-supporting members of families in the 
pauper enumerations. 

It is the intention, if legislation can be obtained, to establish a com- 
plete catalogue of paupers in the state, similar to that kept by some 
of the charity organization societies. 

In my judgment, the only way in which a complete enumeration of 
paupers by the United States census could be obtained would be by 
correspondence with those who administer public out-door relief. It 
might be possible to conduct this correspondence in advance of the tak- 
ing of the United States census. A list of the paupers in each district 
could then be furnished to the enumerators, who could be required 
to fill out detailed schedules with reference to these individuals. 

A more satisfactory plan would probably be to designate those who 
administer public relief as special enumerators, and compensate them 
suitably for making the necessary returns. I believe there would be 
no serious difficulty in carrying out this plan ; and the expense need 
not be excessive. 



